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• The handbook is aimed at history and civic education teachers and practitioners in a variety of 
fields and education settings.

• It is not just limited to schools, but other multipliers in education who can teach young people 
about the transformation comprehensively.

• In 11/2022 the handbook will be available at: https://transition-dialogue.org/teaching-transition/   

• It can be read online or downloaded as a PDF

• The book can also be pre-ordered as a print version via E-Mail: info@austausch.org
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• Teaching History of Transition in Europe aims to support history and civic education practitioners in 
formal and non-formal settings to teach the period of transition out of communism in Central and 
Eastern Europe after 1989/91.

• The handbook provides 

• background on the concept of transition and its developments;

• results of mappings of public discourse, school curricula and textbooks from Bulgaria, Croatia, Germany, 
Lithuania, Poland, Russia and Ukraine;

• teaching materials including lesson plans with detailed instructions on both national and 
international topics;

• References to games, videos, podcasts and other material for engaging with the topic; 

• methodological approaches to addressing blind spots and neglected topics, including ways to deal with 
controversial issues in the classroom.
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I. Post-communist Transition: The division of narratives 

II. Mapping the teaching of transition

III. National lesson plans:
• Bulgaria – People and monuments during times of transition

• Croatia – What is (economic) transition?

• Germany – Victims and perpetrators in the trials against the so-called wall-shooters.

• Lithuania – The transition period in Lithuania: social, cultural, and economic challenges

• Poland – From central to local governance - The greatest achievement of Polish transformation?

• Russia – “Political Whirlwinds of the 1990s”

• Ukraine – Studying Ukrainian and European history through active learning
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IV.  Transnational lesson plans: 
• The role of civil society in transition to democracy. Examples from Bulgaria, Germany, Poland, Lithuania, 

and Ukraine.  

• The economic aspects of transition taught through the Accidents of Birth game. Examples from Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Germany, and Poland. 

• Public memory, dealing with the past, competing memories. Examples from Bulgaria, Lithuania, and 
Poland.

• Crime and punishment? Transitional Justice in Post-communist Countries. Examples from Bulgaria, 
Lithuania, Poland, and Germany.

V.  Teaching transition:
• In search of better approaches and methods. 

• Reflections on challenges, strategies, and conceptual approaches. 

• The impact of the public discourse on teaching transition. 
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Where can I find the handbook?

• In 11/2022 the handbook will be available 
at: https://transition-dialogue.org/teaching-transition/   

• The book can also be pre-ordered as a print version via 
E-Mail: info@austausch.org
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• The “Transition Dialogue” network focuses on the formation of knowledge and perceptions of the 
transition from communism in Central and Eastern Europe after 1989.

• We are taking a closer look at the public discourse on history and civic education, and at how 
transition is being taught at schools in six European countries.

• We are spearheading a new multifaceted democratic discourse on post-socialist transition, 
highlighting the discrepancy between official discourses and the experiences of real citizens in 
Central and Eastern European countries in the years following ‘89/’91.

• We aim to come to a more nuanced understanding of the impact of transition on societies and use 
our findings to provide new methods and tools for civic education in the future.
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